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Introduction   
 

Vault.com, the career website, has released a ranking of the most prestigious consulting 

firms. A little like the Oscars, which turns to the movie industry to tally its votes, Vault’s list 

comes from a survey of consultants who are asked to rank their peers and competitors. 

Vault ran its survey for six weeks in March and April and gathered votes from 9,000 

consultants at 65 North American firms. 

Vault does a number of other consulting firm rankings (best firms for work/life balance, 

for benefits, for compensation) , where it gives questionnaires to people in management 

positions and those managers distribute the questionnaires to employees. 

For the prestige ranking, consultants were not allowed to vote for their own firms, and they 

were asked only to rate firms with which they were familiar. They rated each firm on a scale 

of 1 (least prestigious) to 10. Vault has been running the survey for 14 years, and every year 

McKinsey has come out on top. In fact, the top four are unchanged from last year: McKinsey, 

Boston Consulting Group, Bain and Deloitte Consulting. 

Fifth place shifted this year. In 2014 Booz & Company was in that slot, but in the spring of 

last year, accounting giant PricewaterhouseCoopers bought it and gave it the infelicitous 

name “Strategy&.” Suddenly the firm lost its name recognition, says Vault’s Phil Stott, who’s 

in charge of the ranking. The Booz name was confusing even before the acquisition. In 1914 

Booz & Company was founded and grew into government consulting firm Booz Allen 

Hamilton (where Edward Snowden was doing contract work for the NSA before he leaked 

classified data). In 2008 its corporate consulting business, Booz & Company, spun off and in 

2008, the Carlyle Group acquired it. Confused yet? In fifth place this year: Booz Allen 

Hamilton, up from sixth last year. Strategy& sank to 19th. 

Why is prestige important in the consulting business? For job seekers, having McKinsey or 

Boston Consulting on a résumé can open up opportunities, as The New York Times or The 

Wall Street Journal would on a journalist’s CV. Also people simply care about prestige. Says 

Stott, “For many people, their career defines them,” says Stott. “They want to work for the 

most prestigious firms because of that.” 

The list is dominated by huge firms with workforces in the thousands and multiple 

worldwide offices. An exception: the Bridgespan Group, located on Boston’s Copley Place. 

The firm has 158 employees and its focus is the nonprofit sector. It spun off from Bain in 

1999 but kept its ties to the firm. Bain consultants can take a leave and work six to 12 

months at Bridgespan.   

 

 



3 
 

 

Here are the top 10 most prestigious firms according to Vault: 

1. McKinsey & Company 

2. The Boston Consulting Group 

3. Bain & Company 

4. Deloitte Consulting 

5. Booz Allen Hamilton 

6. PricewaterhouseCoopers Advisory Services LLC 

7. EY LLP Consulting Practice 

8. Accenture 

9. KPMG LLG (Consulting Practice) 

10. IBM Global Business Services 
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Market overview 

 

Cloud Server Market to Rise Further 

 

As online storage service use continues to grow, IHS iSuppli predicts the WW cloud server 

market will "enjoy robust prospects," projecting 2012 shipments will grow by 35% Y-o-Y to 

reach 874000 units. 

 

In comparison the analyst says 2010 cloud server shipments total 460000 units, while 2011 

shipments amount to 647000.  

iSuppli predicts high growth rates (23-30% Y-o-Y) for each of the next 3 years until 2015, 

when cloud server shipments will reach around 1.8 million units with a CAGR of 31% (for the 

2010-2015 period).  

Cloud servers will also make a growing part of total server shipments-- from 5% in 2010 to 

over 15% in 2015. 

 

 

Cloud computing is a growing market, most of its growth is concentrated in 

the IaaS (Infrastructure as a service) paradigm and in 2012 Gartner has estimated a market 

of more than 100 billions dollars worldwide, very very huge. Cloud Computing is no more a 

marketing term, it’s something concrete used by tons of people, startups and enterprises; 

public cloud computing is the biggest part of this market and Amazon Web Services is the 

leader in this field. 

http://www.it-sp.eu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=722:isuppli-cloud-server-market-to-rise-further-&catid=39:cloud-computing&Itemid=102
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-- 

 

 Global spending on public cloud services is expected to grow 18.6% in 2012 to 

$110.3B, achieving a CAGR of 17.7% from 2011 through 2016. The total market is 

expected to grow from $76.9B in 2010 to $210B in 2016. The following is an analysis 

of the public cloud services market size and annual growth rates: 
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 Gartner predicts that Infrastructure-as-a-Service (IaaS) will achieve a compound 

annual growth rate (CAGR) of 41.3% through 2016, the fastest growing area of 

public cloud computing the research firm tracks.  The following graphic provides 

insights into relative market size by each public cloud services market segment: 

 

 

http://blogs-images.forbes.com/louiscolumbus/files/2013/02/Figure-1-Cloud-Computing-Growth.jpg
http://blogs-images.forbes.com/louiscolumbus/files/2013/02/Figure2.jpg
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Will Cloud Computing overtake “on-premise” computing in five years? IT pros who 

participated in an IBM survey think it’s possible, but we at Market Info Group think it’s 

unlikely. While the Public Clouds Market is forecasted to grow by 15.3% CAGR over 2010 – 

2016 period, aggregating $10.1 Billion; the Private Cloud Market, which includes “on 

premise,” is forecasted to aggregate $43.5 Billion over the same period.  

 

US Cloud Computing Market Forecast by [$Billion] – 2010-2016  

 

 

 

In 2014, the cloud computing market was $56.6B, with the largest amount on spent on 

private cloud ($26B). 
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 SaaS is rapidly accelerating as a percentage of total application spend.30% of all 

application spending is for SaaS-based applications, projected to grow at a CAGR of 

17.6% from 2013 to 2018. On-premise software spending is projected to decline at a 

2.8% CAGR in the forecast period. 
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Sources:  

 

http://marketinfogroup.com/will-cloud-computing-overtake-on-premise-computing/ 

The cloud computing market is growing at a compound annual growth rate (CAGR) of 22.8% 

from 2014 to 2018, and will reach $127.5B by 2018. 

https://plus.google.com/117307809404958295540/posts/fPsTwYoSkYj 

http://www.it-sp.eu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=722:isuppli-cloud-

server-market-to-rise-further-&catid=39&Itemid=127 

http://cloudacademy.com/blog/what-is-cloud-academy/ 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/louiscolumbus/2015/06/20/by-2018-62-of-crm-will-be-cloud-

based-and-the-cloud-computing-market-will-reach-127-5b/#4ab8a4906845 

https://www.avanade.com/en/clients/ubc 

https://www.avanade.com/en/clients/ubc 

https://www.avanade.com/en/clients/agl 

https://www.avanade.com/en/clients/accenture-office-365 

https://www.avanade.com/en/clients/williams-global-delivery-network 

http://www.boozallen.com/content/boozallen/en_US/insights/2015/04/2015-isc2-global-

information-workforce-study.html 

http://www.boozallen.com/content/boozallen/en_US/insights/2015/07/managing-

technological-change.html 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/susanadams/2015/09/03/the-most-prestigious-consulting-

firms-2/#6c1d4a027382 

http://www.oracle.com/index.html 

http://www.vault.com/company-rankings/consulting/best-consulting-firms-prestige/ 

http://www.consultingcase101.com/list-of-top-management-consulting-firms/ 

http://www.itcareersuccess.com/work/top-10-it-consulting-firms.htm 

http://www.forbes.com/sites/louiscolumbus/2013/02/19/gartner-predicts-infrastructure-

services-will-accelerate-cloud-computing-growth/#4668385788ce 

http://marketinfogroup.com/will-cloud-computing-overtake-on-premise-computing/
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.forbes.com%2Fsites%2Flouiscolumbus%2F2015%2F06%2F20%2Fby-2018-62-of-crm-will-be-cloud-based-and-the-cloud-computing-market-will-reach-127-5b%2F&text=Cloud%20computing%20market%20is%20growing%20at%20a%20CAGR%20of%2022.8%25%20from%202014%20to%202018%2C%20and%20will%20reach%20%24127.5B%20by%202018.%20%23Cloud%20%23EnSW
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.forbes.com%2Fsites%2Flouiscolumbus%2F2015%2F06%2F20%2Fby-2018-62-of-crm-will-be-cloud-based-and-the-cloud-computing-market-will-reach-127-5b%2F&text=Cloud%20computing%20market%20is%20growing%20at%20a%20CAGR%20of%2022.8%25%20from%202014%20to%202018%2C%20and%20will%20reach%20%24127.5B%20by%202018.%20%23Cloud%20%23EnSW
https://plus.google.com/117307809404958295540/posts/fPsTwYoSkYj
http://www.it-sp.eu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=722:isuppli-cloud-server-market-to-rise-further-&catid=39&Itemid=127
http://www.it-sp.eu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=722:isuppli-cloud-server-market-to-rise-further-&catid=39&Itemid=127
http://cloudacademy.com/blog/what-is-cloud-academy/
http://www.forbes.com/sites/louiscolumbus/2015/06/20/by-2018-62-of-crm-will-be-cloud-based-and-the-cloud-computing-market-will-reach-127-5b/#4ab8a4906845
http://www.forbes.com/sites/louiscolumbus/2015/06/20/by-2018-62-of-crm-will-be-cloud-based-and-the-cloud-computing-market-will-reach-127-5b/#4ab8a4906845
https://www.avanade.com/en/clients/ubc
https://www.avanade.com/en/clients/ubc
https://www.avanade.com/en/clients/agl
https://www.avanade.com/en/clients/accenture-office-365
https://www.avanade.com/en/clients/williams-global-delivery-network
http://www.boozallen.com/content/boozallen/en_US/insights/2015/04/2015-isc2-global-information-workforce-study.html
http://www.boozallen.com/content/boozallen/en_US/insights/2015/04/2015-isc2-global-information-workforce-study.html
http://www.boozallen.com/content/boozallen/en_US/insights/2015/07/managing-technological-change.html
http://www.boozallen.com/content/boozallen/en_US/insights/2015/07/managing-technological-change.html
http://www.forbes.com/sites/susanadams/2015/09/03/the-most-prestigious-consulting-firms-2/#6c1d4a027382
http://www.forbes.com/sites/susanadams/2015/09/03/the-most-prestigious-consulting-firms-2/#6c1d4a027382
http://www.oracle.com/index.html
http://www.vault.com/company-rankings/consulting/best-consulting-firms-prestige/
http://www.consultingcase101.com/list-of-top-management-consulting-firms/
http://www.itcareersuccess.com/work/top-10-it-consulting-firms.htm
http://www.forbes.com/sites/louiscolumbus/2013/02/19/gartner-predicts-infrastructure-services-will-accelerate-cloud-computing-growth/#4668385788ce
http://www.forbes.com/sites/louiscolumbus/2013/02/19/gartner-predicts-infrastructure-services-will-accelerate-cloud-computing-growth/#4668385788ce
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https://www.scribd.com/doc/246109036/IDG-Enterprise-Cloud-Computing-Infographic-

2014 

https://infographiclist.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/ricespoonampforkdailyhelpings_4e608

accac5a4.jpg  

https://www.alliedmarketresearch.com/cloud-services-market 

https://www.scribd.com/doc/246109036/IDG-Enterprise-Cloud-Computing-Infographic-

2014 

http://www.ukfast.co.uk/blog/2012/01/30/business-and-cloud-infographic/ 

https://www.microsoft.com/presspass/imagegallery/images/products/cloud/infographic_S

MBCloud_web.jpg 

http://wikibon.org/blog/cloud-computing-infographics/ 

 

 

https://www.scribd.com/doc/246109036/IDG-Enterprise-Cloud-Computing-Infographic-2014
https://www.scribd.com/doc/246109036/IDG-Enterprise-Cloud-Computing-Infographic-2014
https://infographiclist.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/ricespoonampforkdailyhelpings_4e608accac5a4.jpg
https://infographiclist.files.wordpress.com/2011/10/ricespoonampforkdailyhelpings_4e608accac5a4.jpg
https://www.alliedmarketresearch.com/cloud-services-market
https://www.scribd.com/doc/246109036/IDG-Enterprise-Cloud-Computing-Infographic-2014
https://www.scribd.com/doc/246109036/IDG-Enterprise-Cloud-Computing-Infographic-2014
http://www.ukfast.co.uk/blog/2012/01/30/business-and-cloud-infographic/
https://www.microsoft.com/presspass/imagegallery/images/products/cloud/infographic_SMBCloud_web.jpg
https://www.microsoft.com/presspass/imagegallery/images/products/cloud/infographic_SMBCloud_web.jpg
http://wikibon.org/blog/cloud-computing-infographics/

